
 

MARLA FREDERICK is the Asa Griggs Candler Professor of Religion and Culture at Emory 

University’s Candler School of Theology.  Prior to her appointment at Emory, she served as a professor 

of Religion and African American studies at Harvard University, having moved up the ranks from 

assistant to associate to full professor in 2010.  A graduate of Spelman College with a BA in English, 

Professor Frederick earned her PhD in cultural anthropology at Duke University where she completed 

research on issues at the intersection of religion, race, class, and gender.  She continued her work as a 

post-doctoral fellow at Princeton University’s Center for the Study of Religion and at the 

Interdenominational Theological Center’s Office of Black Women in Church and Society. 
 

 

GLENNA TOLBERT, MD, QME FAAPMR / www.DrGlennaTolbert.com   

Dr. Glenna Tolbert is a board-certified physician who has specialized in physical medicine and 

rehabilitation (PMR) and spinal cord injury medicine since 1993.  

▪ In 2017 , named one of the 36 woman physician leaders to know by the Kaiser Family Foundation  

▪ 2010-12 president of the Association of Black Women Physicians 

▪ In 2002, she founded The Tolbert Center for Rehabilitation and Wellness (CRW) 

▪ Received the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA Outstanding Tutor Award 2016-2018 

PRIOR TO FOUNDING THE CENTER, HER PAST POSITIONS INCLUDE: 
 

Chief, Adult Brain Injury Service in the Neuro-trauma Division at Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center 

Co-director, Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation Residency Training Program at the UCLA Multi-campus Program 

Medical Director of the Casa Colina Children’s’ Center 

Director, EMG Laboratory at Orthopedic Hospital 

Chief, Spinal Cord Injury Outpatient Clinic at the Department of Veterans Affairs            

Team Physician, Wheelchair Sports Department, Department of Veterans Affairs 

In addition to her current private practice, Dr. Tolbert serves as Assistant Clinical Professor of Medicine, David Geffen School of 

Medicine University of California, Los Angeles. She has also participated on a multitude of committees, societies, projects, task forces, 

and boards focusing on improving the quality of life for patients with chronic illness and disability. Dr. Tolbert lectures extensively in 

both health care facilities and community settings. She has enjoyed numerous appearances including CNN, PBS, and Self Magazine.  

In addition to her commitment as an outstanding leader and advocate in her field of expertise, Dr. Tolbert has shown tremendous 

dedication to her husband of over thirty years and to their three adult sons. Her hobbies include ballet, hiking, and participating in 

church and sporting activities.  Most importantly, Dr. Tolbert ascribes her accomplishments to God and is excited to see what is next. 

 

 

DR. MILLICENT WILSON is an Emergency Medicine Physician and a Disaster Training Specialist for 

the Los Angeles County Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Agency.  She is a subject matter expert, 

and provides education, training, and strategic planning in all aspects of bioterrorism and disaster 

preparedness. Dr. Wilson is one of four, Medical Supervisors for the Los Angeles County Medical Alert 

Center, serving a county of over 10 million people.  Dr. Wilson serves on numerous local, state, and 

national committees including the Bioterrorism Hospital Preparedness Planning Committee and the Los 

Angeles County, Pediatric Readiness Committee.  Dr. Wilson is also the Medical Advisor for the Los 

Angeles County Disaster Healthcare Volunteer (DHV) Surge Unit, as well as the Disaster Chair of the 

local, chapter 2, AAP--American Academy of Pediatrics committee. 

 



 

Renowned board-certified Pediatrician, Infectious Disease Specialist, and Healthcare Epidemiologist,     

DR. JESSIE LEE SHERROD considers herself a “trailblazing cotton picker” from the Mississippi (MS) 

Delta.  
 

Being the first student from Tougaloo College to attend Harvard Medical School, opened the door to 

Harvard for many Tougaloo students. In 1992, she was an inaugural inductee in the field of Medicine into 

Tougaloo College Hall of Fame. Similarly, in 2002, for outstanding contributions in Public health, she was 

the first Black physician and inaugural inductee into the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA) 

School of Public Health Hall of Fame. 
 

Advocating for better health policy for women and children, she has impacted public health policies in many 

areas: as Chair of the Los Angeles County Public Health Commission appointed by Supervisor Kenneth 

Hahn, as Founder/Founding President of Association of Black Women physicians, (1982-1984), as Chair of 

the Council on Concerns of Women Physicians(1989-91)and Pediatric  Section(1995-97) of the National Medical Association(NMA), as 

a member of the Centers for Disease Control Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP1996-1998), as a Fellow of the 

American Academy of Pediatrics, and on several Task Forces for Breast and Cervical Cancer Screening of the California Department 

of Health and Human Services, State Senator Dianne Watson Health Committee, Congresswoman Maxine Waters Black Women 

Forum .  
 

The tenth of eleven children born to self-educated parents who were civil rights leaders in Hollandale, Ms.; she became a member of 

SNCC, at age 12, and participated in the 1960s civil rights and voter registration movements. 

 

 

 

 

KIM SIMMONDS is a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist based in Los Angeles, CA. She earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 

Biological Basis of Behavior from University of Pennsylvania, and a Master of Arts degree in Clinical 

Psychology with an Emphasis in Marriage and Family Therapy from Pepperdine University. In both 

community health and in private practice settings, Kim has utilized Psychodynamic, Cognitive-Behavioral, 

and Family Systems approaches to psychotherapy in her work with adults, couples, families, and children, 

within the context of their culture and values.  
 

Her work has focused on recovering from crisis, healing from trauma and chronic stress in children and 

adults, working through unresolved issues that contribute to depression, anxiety or emotional distress, as 

well as teaching skills and strategies to manage stress, anxiety and depression.  Her work with families, 

children and couples focus on increasing mutual understanding, learning effective communication skills, 

reducing blame and developing a more satisfying and fulfilling connection, improving parenting skills, and 

addressing behavior problems. She has earned certifications in evidence-based practices including 

Managing and Adapting Practices, Triple P (Positive Parenting Program), Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, Seeking 

Safety, and Individual Cognitive Behavioral Therapy. 
 

 As the Clinical Program Director for K&S Therapeutic Services in Los Angeles, Kim is currently focused on using a challenging, yet 

supportive approach to providing supervision and training to associates and trainees in marriage and family therapy and social work, 

with the goals of maintaining the integrity of the profession, supporting the well-being of providers, and motivating ongoing professional 

curiosity. 


